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February 9, 2017
                   Doctor and Practice Nurse Newsfax
Mental Health Treatment Plans under the Better Access:  What you need to know for the New Year 
We have received a number of calls from our referring doctors and patients seeking clarification regarding Psychological services in the new year.  Following is information obtained from the Medicare Website and the Australian Psychological Society aimed at clarifying any uncertainty:

· Only one Mental Health Treatment Plan (2700, 2701, 2715 & 2717) should be claimed within 12 months. Items 2700 & 2701 are to be claimed by GPs who have not completed a Mental Health Skills Training.  Item 2715 is to be claimed if a GP has completed a Mental Health Skills Training and the consultation lasts for at least 20minutes.  Item 2717 Item is to be claimed if a GP has completed a Mental Health Skills Training and the consultation lasts for at least 40 minutes.
· If a client enters 2017 having used up all previously referred services, a Mental Health Treatment Plan Review (2712) can be claimed if the treating GP identifies a need for further psychological treatment. 
· If a treating GP identifies further need for Psychological treatment within 3 months of having claimed a Mental Health Treatment Review (2712), A GP Mental Health Treatment Consultation (2713) can be claimed for the patient to receive further treatment.
Please remember that a referral letter addressed to the treating Psychologist or the practice stating that a MHTP has been lodged is required. 

We look forward to another year of collaboration with our referring doctors!

If you have any further questions, pleas feel free to contact us on 9328 8200
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